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polar World?

e thalaad) Al Colual, el Tould! L3l ad £
oY st Jle 4] 1y 31 i

Mario Novelli

University of Sussex, Falmer, Brighton, United Kingdom

This paper seeks to take a critical and historical look at the rise and fall of the SDGs,
with a particular focus on education. At the core of the argument is that the SDGs
(2015-2030), their predecessor the Millennium Development Goals (2000-2015), and
the Education for All movement (1990 onwards) were the product of a post-Cold
War, neoliberal, development agenda whose framing and logic were constructed in a
moment of unipolar, US-led, Western hegemony, which today is collapsing around
us. Geopolitics and global power are changing in important ways and we need
to recognize this, and think through ways to ensure that we can support this in
the interests of the marginalized global majority, in education and beyond. “Pax-
Americana” needs to be replaced with a “Pax-Pluralis” that can underpin new global
models of security, development, and growth that can better address the massive
global challenges that we face.

oaslall
A ) UYL Aelndl Lozl Slual ol plisy) o 22 )6y s 32 spiall Lald J] Byll oda g
LAY 010 LAY S1aaVl; (ror110) el Loall Olutal OF 5o BE1 Uia ngr O . el 50090 o ol
Ay L Alma 15 6K ok Log 188 ple i (ol Aadl) Ay c(110-Tens) (ale o ek el (S
Raalo Y1 ) B! Ao e SV N3y . ilatey CSIUAYT o ) JSCE ) Keatd) it ly Sl | B lllly 5,0
gilly Awlond Lilad) OF 955 OF podl Lide cpuay . palidly pad) s g\, Jlall o ) Sl 3L adl
Aagll ) LI FLal O il s F5 o 15,8 Ol o baeld Py a£ Oy (£21y JKiy pis LU
s "egauatl LV - dlaaly " Sl Ll e 1S o b Yy K op Al g o U3 OKT 51y
T bt ma Jaladl o U3ty 3738 058 Sy . godly Kendly opad) 5] ) LS 550, Of gty

et 15T 2 e el )1 350!

Keywords: Geopolitics, Education, SDGs, Neoliberalism, Multi-polar world

DY sutaze S (gt T et Tl laal el mlond) Uil e L | SLalSI

How to cite this article: Novelli M (2024). Historicizing the Geopolitics of Education and the SDGs: From Western Hegemony to a Multi-polar
World?. Gulf Education and Social Policy Review, 5(2), 57-63. https://doi.org/10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127

Page 57


http://www.knowledgee.com
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1197-1913
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Gulf Education and Social Policy Review Mario Novelli

deual! .

oda o Juall Gepw O 48 SL3 Y by (1410 pll e ] 1§ Ralad) Rzl Slaal o SV @ O de i 585 oL
G 6958 3 lr HT Jly W (bad s e fl Gle S b S il odd Gy 1955 28 Wity pI3Y1, Whsdy 1l
ared) UL Sleily ¢(cpally) Lo sy A1 DB a5 ) (ool 1 (LS5l 538 L) BLEYY thvsday 22l Jlall omlor|
O tgme 35T 2 201 ezl oo il sl Jady bl ) 3855 capibly QW1 ¥l (o g 753 50 0 5 I
2§ Aial) Ol g 3 i Al Ky 1 Y i) Sutae plil e J g o Bylitay Ly Iy Y S 3,;”
sl sae (3 ool il K1y codl (3 by (1010 ple e bygms (3 o) 55l B (B o) g1 () Byl ¢l (140
G atall i DT s Tl L 3T s sy Ll 56 (3 GUbe) oon 5 G RSl OBV il [0 J1 o0
Sl 42 585 (B0 alssy Roeler Bab] o LesS o 58 el 53 1y 532 o I Rdioml) lmdly gelanlil L5131 610l
UL an €5y (K o 334 (3 LLES 550y (ke Slasly Jalyal oda 5 gk OF 5 T a8 Sl Yo gl nill olE
Pzl (3 Lzl el Jo Jgadl o a5 Bl sy chaload] Lol Oolunl o1 30Y1 5313 gl g @ (Blyatally 6,1

(slaaYl oda gasd oL

Yy ¢ -gladl Zalecl| IV 23 G e el Zwel) lutal o) 2,55 0 g o 541 O) A1 gL AT Y 5l g
Lot s Bmy om paiogh) 3361 O syl adll 3ol i (8 oS0y pal) o L) o U O L 53 1 Ll oda 5 O
I A e ol Kty 3R e el Teacel) Oolaal s (Sl tos 5 my (ar39f X el OF g 4 p Ll
Geazdl ok o B G ST O g )T e pldl e Olasll ol sl L) LSLALT ooy (BT 236 iy G Lpniay (sl
Jio laal G e Egd ] B ol gzl G o Rt R gl Raclal) LSy ((obsl 30l Lo j,a;) 3yeinall Aally 3, S
(PSYPS-WRES{ -0 gami,,:,ésg\,. 38l Lozl el Rl o pdated OF (2l LI n by Koz izl Oolta
Cyndll Aodune (§ g S Zeat plad JUT L) ST O OF U] gelly il Tyoaad] 8y i 311 ) 2y Wl
I by J1 o R 8958 " A1 sl | ST 55 sy AL 3530 Ol ity A 391 3 1Y) e o 02V
H0AV) () (sl soighl £artl) ) Sa) g e slee Wy Rpmlindly L3N, Bl 1531 86 e ple K 31y
ot ) eV e Reyitay B8 Aegeg G5 0 LI 858 g cay e by sl ) Of R (8 ol Y] sy

(¥410-¥+e AN LY 1Y) L 1 2 LY 1Yl (rorye10) Dbz | Boil) ltal O g 1 M85 e O
el Gyl Ay 31 Bradl I3 Lalatag [QM SR Ay a3yl bl da Lo 558 I souad | el Katd) Y RS 6 LK
oo Bl el e saae s a5 (23 il dj; S Jy e Galilly Sl 1 Bredl 0 J e sl Y 5L,
Lonss 1 3201 23NN Kl (3 1) o) Sl o 2210 Y1 e gl LBV V1 S ) Rego Gl cpr
) Slomasl ¥ & Sally peidl i Sy J) Borlst £y g B sutay il T B 38l Zwlond) L3Lad 1 Of LT,
zg oI g3ax) Dl pagis Godl ALl pgin 10 cpo ¥y Adgll LU LoV T G nad il L 5 o 1508
e Gy el 3 505 :gw”\ Sbasal) ool Kty gl o 5,1 gally Razdly o S| Ll 231 £ e 5,080
e o i oy 058 L9 sl | O = 1 ol Ll e ol 6 il ey Raled| Zaid] Ooltal g3 (S

LB o ) Al g Ay Sty DB 3 53b5 b o £, 5

DOI 10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127 Page 58



Gulf Education and Social Policy Review Mario Novelli

Rl g 5.

(1) Sl Olr LAkl am b 3 Sl o ozl (s oLl S (g -4 Tewl] pygie 3 amingiy 4o b 3 )] 6 U]
Spiaally 3801 Radl e Bad S|

Shomll oY Slelaall ol G ol Gy "SI W ye" (il Baaaie Sl g lie Lol eSO Badl el
ALY Slasd 3K S Tl e a0y LBLad ] Gytma o sludin b bl 55k OF U] " Spaddl” Taitll 15 3300 by
el Sy Sblas pe Ut 2o o ety

gl a8 o syll g s 801 Koa e o iz L0y IS nli o el o OB ((¥414) g Y

Slelally lodly oLl UL oo Lee 2 Loy Tloaly 1 oS ) Latdl oy - S gl sudatny e a0y () 035 -

Telal) BIaaY! oy By (Dl ay g et K U supte L Jia 5,801 Ladl G Kl e lly ALl e
Al CslaaYl,

plasil Oy 801 aity G 1A ple G Olag 7 ($o o) ) Bl 2l T Lo Qe L8 "Reacdl lulys” by pois Lo
G Blie pliall puilly Al 0l 1 Jad os o duor 265 G sd] Lde gt s Ol i (3 Ol 7 g Rall” pyge
G e paelan Sl o 1) Byl e Wg52 25 el Bl Oosatl) 5 Of Lide gt il aizel L I L) 3blia 205,
Kool) 2y 9o ad) e Loy Lhlast (3 0o Wb o <221 5006 ol om i Bl 2L O . il sl ) orlalles
(1468 (Gsinl) JU 1) " ol BLacdl Jalad) oalin Jo dezny

B oS 78S Aol OB (O Liandly LN el an L (S e LB (14AY) s (1890) Jb s8] LY )
OBy chesgetl) Unalie 0585 OF gl @3 3 gm OF sdlly "l 02" o Lols 08 Lo Gls 2l gl O .y W) slagl) sy 5§
s ol o Dl 1 oy B S e 85 3 3 3y " il o PR Y el
EI ey R Lz o el men Ol ) W15 ey i nen dllaae OF S+ Bl 2, 98 Ll 36 . 5380 (e
31 Lozl Jaladl Jaladly Eully o, S Slll ) 5N B3 S5 5 Wy Jo 3801 Lail] 36 (DYl oda po
laly) paardl 3l G 1y e §13] 1S il Y 8 Oliall OF -inny CadiSw Lo Olopg -0 iS00 iz o g 551" Rl 36
Yoy

gy Lald Gl Gy g5 285 a0 Xl 5155 36 el 5801 Gy 2] 8 ((146A) 4 ol 3

goge 055 O V) LSe Y AW o J2a 3y . Jab 50 967 itt LSy (el 35 5 00 %0+ i (Gtmal) B 6l) L
gl o piogll 1 o Bk U ey BNl o ad alg] (2 Resldl 551 3 AGAL Lty - oy SN Al oLly A
gy -5 AL byl Blaal e OBe K3 Uiy oy O gy Cablyally o lall (8 e clina¥) Lde s (25 pLl
Al 5)5) " Al 7y Rgall g g5 LAY Gy Jio R by Rimal Dlad oo Sl e LBy O
(3 oY sasall Y|

Olea) 33ry0 @l 21y sl o Jodl ks sl Bagmge skl SN OF Wt Uiy . Oliadlize il i OF g
S W e oS AT 51 31 ) Bl 2wy (2 850801 Bad) 36 13) 1 Sl 5Le Vi Ui OF 3y 2l Lol pae
oo gl 1da e Bkl U oy SBNI o ot Bt By DS sl a5l ol G 3l a@\ 53l 0,4 S
i 3151 a2yl By o, B3l LA Riadl 255 o Ko B0 2y Hy elge dm o Ws OLAYI K gy 5l "yl
S e )KL e QU W1 ool S5 80l

DOI 10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127 Page 59



Gulf Education and Social Policy Review Mario Novelli

v ol I Coudl 11 AW LY OluaY) ) aeemdl alad) oo s diadly Ralozad] dosd] Colia] oy S5 . ¥
Nl ] 480 4oy N ol Sl ~adl c 23 &
Rl Kozl Cola]

JUE Uthaas o) aomy o gl Ralazd) facell S1as Ll <3 gmn Lo YT OF O 1 sl oy = O any
RGN B PP PRI e UMt SN RSN FUPNE I8 FL R S CINE R WIESTSPE § S PRAEWeC Y F
dekall 1Y Ky plaall i Gl L o OF -1 JLall oy C3my Lo ol Jlall o) O e ) Julie iy 3201 43
d) el 1908 ple e o adandl SEVI Ll ool iy 2L lasladly Slelally DY g Lle oo We 08 (cpilall po
el il B ) A it ¢ c(1047) ) LS o G 5y Sl st ¢ sy el st
e 3 Ralond) Ll Oolaal U] o35 s oSl ol gny aide) £5 AL spn0 Slgndl Gl (§ Lk 4 Koo 2l e Bl
ety Ud o) o Ul oo OF 055 3yl Ol Slaleil e 30l (Y1 Lol gl 350 el OF (2 nlad) 2| 2356,
Aozl (Janus-face) Lugl asy I Lodie Zaslll ods =38 (o dlly samell OWYel) Xl Lsamell OBy Lloy el ik )W Lapr
O 36 A cpm s A1 £ler¥) paidly Dl 3oy ] pe idsetlly Blasal Leehs ot (Jof 26 o . Judll (3 32801
28506 51 2 061 ) T gall laan s latze . OV g Wohoas | 1 KA il G Sopad) il BJlT)1 25 ol
(Amin, G iy 2Ll Soory e (Grgmlly Al bt Blaza¥ly dasuad | s Slaasd] g § o)) S £5 § s
) &AW B 1y (BFA)C aod gl o 50l A3 AW SIS o sy s OF LS (i ol o (Y218
e Jasl ool Jg 3 Lol . ebie Bty ol bangis 855 bl ST e Tolen ¥ B! el Lol otz | dad] Colta]
Syl Blatay Tesler¥) ltall sl G i) Zadl Solaaly 2961 LA LY 1Y) Y] (144 ple (§ (ol aldl) o
& 5 e g 3labdly (UPE) Jaltd) Szl el Jud W "panll o)’ B ol ¢ 0 oo (K omy (e o
St (Voo ot XV (O 25 Oy S51) QW el S gt Buoly glod] Raanty 5l 8315 Sl o
RN Vst E N e el JIg 3L o B Gpudl $late Sy (I gl Lasgnas szl "ladl bl
e el ) Gl Sl o)zl lad) o Sl S ¢ e e Sudly lacl) g1 5l Gl e 250 ) <l b
P JUI Ty Jgs 335 colboal oda 3 AS)LELT ALl Soled ) Sllas L3 &3 Sy . 24N el Aelis (8 anyy o5l 5 oS5
Rzl | Zod) Colotaly 2N ZIEY1 ol sl ol el Al Dlelld BE 3 padiog (a5 oy ke Ry S
g Vimgag Wl 15T L sline slt) ans 891 By dlall b)) 2 e ) 0l b sl a o T 8l 251,40 ool

XY Oy 25 g YAV (el () ek

oAl Ul O ax b 558 3 Bledll Olye o bl oody OF U3 5y 4 317 K e Y A1 OB (U3 sy

o amtl) S Olasl J) slel 6 2ala Y1 et 1) DL 38 v plo sl 335301 Pl e sy alus lelpally
Ao Ly LN AT el Oldlidly SLall Sl g ey ol o)l ) g O oS5 saadl” Slelpall O 558 5]
Ogaiin Bla "Bl A" LbsSH Ble JIaiel @ be¥) 3 38 Tal 5l £y AL ASRE B2V Sl L Jovtn 4
o oLV o sl Lne i Gy ereeh ple G IR 5 g5 552 bzl "Ola)l e A1 g PShliad | gl (1447)
250 Rl gy L ) T e ) O cpaliasB¥ly Bad) Sl e S el a1y 22U ol
de g3y ! Yl o Shaslull e Opaiigy A3 LI e 0y38y5 (Lol Jadly Ll LIV e Opany
e £ ) a1 LI Lol Y1 slee! e ey s ol 8y (DL o 18 (3 Bd) ol g 4T) Bl ol
gos W1l 1adsng 1Sy st 2Ll L 3y sl WY1 Q3 (8 L iy 31 gl oo stall 8 iandly Bully Zwlaghi

DOI 10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127 Page 60



Gulf Education and Social Policy Review Mario Novelli

3Ll Hynd ol e IR 31 Oladlily Sl 8 AW & Sl sl il cylfe Ky Lzdlaal luslull ol
A1 Ol 3l S 0 BEW Jpal i G 118 4358 AL Lr a1 1 iy (1 (Jidp) BL1 Og3801 (5 280!
I Pl G pak g e LBy (65T 50 53 a3l ) i gme By (ol e ST 5801 2l Of Leds LYl 58 D=
3ol e ol sy Aol (30 Rordl) Aleall 0dn 2 3 el g8y iy " SRl Wi Ol o 31 sl g 41 o
Gl o g5l ol G ot il Doy Blind| Dol 2 o) Ol Tty Ramsualy 3,5nd] £ aslasizad o

(TN (DS bd) Sukoms 1Y 5,55 w8y Reelodely BLY1 Ragll o] (6 O

B Raesdl 3 losVly Wgdl I o 31 b s Lo 558 (3 358 ) ol gy gl il (5T 2B g
Al sgnoy gl lse o Loy D e 3 Al ) g Abs pall Dpsb B A Adl Gy oy - ) aagdy
Ll 3700 0dn ud a3y @3l ZY) (S b o Y Lmler oS¢ s oLl shael 53l ezl Sl o 35l gLy
S Ren e S o SIS 8Ly Sl Reget spncy cplude pi K gy S Bagme 05T O 152
3y bly el (3 sedll ) e pory OF Q3 OB W1 (3 a1 e adl e b S Rslr] Ol dlia 36 13 sl
3l b G b I il S il 3k OF gty S5 ol ) S Rl Sl ST e (4 S0 f e
o By (V1Y (Sl gy 53508) W UK LesS oy oty Kozl sl o1 Sy oo sl | Lad] Colata ad s (0
Anwly Dol b a5 Db stens ) 05 L b ol Sl 515 ¢lgusr RLlal] 31kl pte O AL Ziapdly Wpdl Aok =dyZ
gl Bl gy DA sl (Sl n il e ondl (KE e By R ially LYl redly JLBYL & A0 on
et 31 e e85 Sl ada s (21531 e el Gy Ay il ) Op AT W o 3 (Ll il 0g 01 s
P O 8) Bha g Gwbowy Boladl Ol ¥ Bl e Ll plad) Gl b ity Yol Ogaddy

3953y Sliandl die 23 oy STy b dalad) Lozl Colaal U] b & 1 val0 ple e by Wiz oy plall 8 11 gy
S ) e AT Ol gy (ALY SR ] 2l e 3L e Olgdl O e dny g &l Tl GBI oy - g 31 Yl
odn 5! KLk ) Jlug M\ S8l g My el QU ol o s Juadd Juolsgte 58 ams iilod ) julis el
coSYl ol e Vly el oyl w“}‘ ;«f-w o3l SN wlste J5udy A1 ol 3] eyl I e (s Y
SBHENY ey gl Spinally 35S Bl aidy W 3l 350l O A 3 o e Gl LW Osdl e 3l e
s 4l & ¥ Al Ll g o Bl Y1 o a1 i ls] Of ol Flo pe Y1 sy idged! SV gl e 380
Al ol bl Tl a1 il Aalad) il Ol (UL AU famy 33 Jall o 8,06 St L lle i
sl ezt (302" 1 O] e ity S pllsy Ty pdly B0y S Baaazy 311 o iVl ((olly) Jbnally coloxsa]
(oo o] U] iy Al Ll sady Rl sy Uls ik

oYl sanze fle 3 oy S albelly Kzl (3l Bsle] g

o L) 2 dl i e ezl n S oY1 L pide ald) Lo 3b Gihe ] Loy L) Jl OF ol conlall 014 Labes
3 (2 53L5s olude el Slwy st a2 Usodl 3 4 ey Rolunad) Eall sl e L] Juadly
Allall 33l %y pr KL sl (e S Olpl 7y (oY1 sanze 1) Syl ULE (3 K 381 olEYI L 2y 0
ey U gmn ¥ 3 AL ol cplacds/ 0l 5 WSS 0 8 G Ll Sldons T OF e gy itr Liao” el lanYly
SN Jr oSl Aoyt ol Ly ol ol 595 o (silagy b slais] ] 1 St Y Jpall matndl Bomgagll polally 3Ladl

DOI 10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127 Page 61



Gulf Education and Social Policy Review Mario Novelli

Al Jlg Of szel a0 s sy (St 20365 @) Rygially Tl ly ol gl S5 L1 55015 L Sl ol
Ge A gy ASREL @1yl 555 e Jarlly (el A5 FAl Cpndll e Juolgdl Riate 1358 ling dr riog 3 sy O
Ko 5 byl Bt (55 Kby Jolall Al 5kl old oy ladl dins o o Jadll O 5 5 ally 5kl ol plof

s 334 o A oLy Boar Ll o a8 4y 0

References

[1] Amin, S. (2014). Capitalism in the age of globalization. Zed Books.

[2] Carmody, P, & Wainwright, J. (2022). Contradiction and restructuring in the Belt and Road Initiative:
Reflections on China’s pause in the ‘Go world’. Third World Quarterly, 43(12), 2830-2851.

[3] Department of State, United States of America. (n.d). Office of the Historian homepage.
https://history.state.gov/histor-icaldocuments/frus1948v01p2/d4

[4] Escobar, A. (1995). Encountering development: The Making and Unmaking of the Third World (STU-
Student edition). Princeton University Press.

[5] Fraser, N. (2023). Cannibal capitalism: How our system is devouring democracy, care, and the planet
— and what we can do about it. Verso.

[6] Fukuyama, F. (1992). The end of history and the last man. Penguin.

[7] Gramsci, A. (1971). Selections from the prison notebooks of Antonio Gramsci (Q. Hoare and G. Nowell-
Smith, Eds. & Trans.). London: Lawrence Wishart.

[8] Hart, G. (2010). Developments after the meltdown. Antipode, 41(S1), 117-141.

[9] Huntington, S.P. (1996). The clash of civilizations and the remaking of world order. Simon & Schuster.

[10] Klees, S. (2008). A quarter century of neoliberal thinking in education: Misleading analyses and failed
policies. Globalisation, Societies and Education, 6(4), 311-348.

[11] Lewis, D. (2019). ‘Big D’ and ’little d’: Two types of twenty-first century development? Third World
Quarterly, 40(11), 1957-1975.

[12] Novelli, M. (2010). The new geopolitics of aid to education: From cold wars to holy wars. International
Journal of Educational Development, 30, 453-459.

[13] Novelli, M. (2017). Education & countering violent extremism: Western logics from south to north.
Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education, 47(6), 835-851.

[14] Novelli, M., & Kutan, B. (2023). Broken mirrors: Reflexivity, relationships, and complicity in researching
education in emergencies. Globalisation, Societies and Education, 22(3), 405-419.

[15] Prashad, V. (2020). Washington’s bullets: A history of the CIA, coups, and assassinations. Monthly
Review Press.

[16] Rist, G. (1997). The history of development: From Western origins to global faith. London and New
York. Zed Books.

DOI 10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127 Page 62



Gulf Education and Social Policy Review Mario Novelli

[17] Robertson, S., Novelli, M., Dale, R., Tikly, L., Dachi, H., & Ndebela, A. (2007). Globalisation, education
and development: Ideas, actors and dynamics. London: DFID.

[18] Verger, A., Novelli, M., & Kosar-Altinyelken, H. (Eds.). (2012). Global education policy and international
development: New agendas, issues and policies. Bloomsbury Publishing.

[19] Yale Law School. (1949). The Avalon Project — Documents in law, history and diplomacy: Inaugral

address of Harry S. Truman. https:/avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_Century/truman.asp

DOI 10.18502/gespr.v5i2.15127 Page 63



