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Abstract.

The cessation of the menstrual cycle in women (menopause), which usually occurs
in women aged over 40 years, is often accompanied by significant impacts on both
physical and psychological health. During menopause, women experience a decrease
in estrogen levels which is a protective factor in the woman’s body by decreasing
chemokine ligand 2 expression during inflammation. Postmenopausal women who
have experienced a decrease in their protective agents are more susceptible to
being exposed to viruses. This study identified the correlation between menopause
status and risk factors for COVID-19 by using Spearman rho. The participants in
this retrospective cross-sectional study were 30 elderly women, 33 to 64 years old,
at Posyandu lansia (Integrated Health Care System for Elderly) who expressed their
willingness to participate in this study from April 1*'until June 19" 2022, by online survey
or by filling out the menopause health and risk factor of COVID-19 questionnaires
manually. Risk factors of COVID-19, such as comorbid disease, lack of exercise, low
healthy life patterns, and obesity, have a significant correlation with the menopausal
status of elder women. Half of them had graduated from senior high school and got
menarche at 9 years old. Twenty per cent of them had a risk factor of COVID-19, and
more than half of them used contraception. The number of elder people who were
already in menopause was 27 per cent. Elderly people should improve their immune
systems and prepare for menopause to lower the incidence of COVID-19 infection.

COVID-19, elderly, menopause, risk factors

The world is struggling with the increasing number of patients diagnosed with Covid-
19. The world health organization (WHO) has reported 150 million cases so far, with
3.2 million deaths. In-depth research and investigations are underway to understand
the risk factors, pathophysiology, management, and complications of Covid-19, which is
being carried out worldwide (1). The condition of a person infected with the coronavirus
can show symptoms of mild-moderate to severe illness and sometimes progress to
acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and death. Several animal-based studies of
infection with SARS-CoV and MERS, the “sister” of SAR-CoV-2, also demonstrated a sex
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preference in infection patterns. The male sex experienced a higher mortality rate than
the female. In humans, ACE2 is a SARS-CoV and SARS-CoV-2 receptor, and it is shown
to be more prevalent in male lungs than female lungs. Consistently, ACE2 expression is
downregulated by the hormone estrogen (E2). Estrogen reduces the susceptibility and

severity of the phenotype to SARS-CoV, in an experiment in female mice (2).

Menopause is the permanent cessation of a woman’s menstrual period and a marker
of the end of a woman’s reproductive ability (3). A woman has reached menopause
when the woman has not had consecutive menstrual periods for 12 months due to
non-disease. Menopause is a stage of life that all women will experience, menopause
is a transitional period from fertile to old age. The average age of menopause for
women in countries such as Paraguay, Colombia, and Italy, and in Asian countries such
as Korea, Japan, and Malaysia is around 46 years. Developed countries such as the
United States also show the age of menopause is getting faster from 53.2 years to 47
years. The average age of menopause in Indonesia was 47 years before 2015, in 2019
the average age of menopause was 51 years (4)

There is an increase in life expectancy in elderly women, while the age of menopause
is getting faster, making the lives of the elderly increase with longer physical and
psychological complaints. In 2020 the number of women living in menopause 8 around
30.3 million or equivalent to 15.3% of the entire population, with an average age of 49-
53 years, a high life expectancy increases the incidence of menopause in women (4).
Around 2025, itis predicted that the number of women in Indonesia who will experience
menopause is estimated at 60 million women, while according to WHO, it will increase
by 1.2 billion in 2030.

Menopause itself is a normal stage in the physiological stage, namely aging of the
ovaries which results in decreased production of the hormone estrogen (5). Since the
end of 2019 and into 2020 until now, it has forced nurses to think about the inevitable
need to examine in depth, how non-urgent clinical services can be best provided in
vulnerable populations, especially postmenopausal women. So far, the government
has tried to balance the delivery of planned services with the demands of emergency
services and also accommodate health services by anticipating the spread, the minimum
social distance requirement of 1.5 — 2 meters, and special protocols for the provision
of safe health services and there are even suggestions to minimize hospital visits if
necessary. allow. During the Covid-19 period in clinical practice in hospitals, it was very
apparent that this pandemic condition was further exacerbating the typical symptoms

of the menopausal transition and postmenopausal period.
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Nurses should consider the complaints that premenopausal and postmenopausal
women have during these difficult times. They certainly deserve to be heard and noticed.
Providing adequate medical care while maintaining social distancing is a challenge,
amid limited research. Published research and reports on COVID-19 show that men
exhibit significantly more symptoms at the death when compared to women. On the
other hand, clinical observations show that women are the most vulnerable to the

adverse effects of the imposed restrictions.

A retrospective cross-sectional study with an observational approach was conducted
to identify the status of menopause, and stress during the COVID-19 pandemic and
their correlation. This study identifies demographic data of women who experience
premenopausal and menopause phases at the elderly Posyandu (Integrated Healthcare
Centre). The population in this study was 100 elderly women in the elderly posyandu
(Integrated Healthcare Centre), Kepanjen Malang Regency.

The participants in this study were premenopausal and menopausal women who
were recruited by using purposive sampling. With the inclusion criteria of healthy pre-
menopausal and postmenopausal elderly, women in posyandu (Integrated Healthcare
Centre) for the elderly, not with dementia, and willing to participate in this study. Of
a total of 100 elderly, 30 elderly were meet the inclusion criteria. This research was
conducted at the Elderly Integrated Healthcare Centre, Jatirejoyoso Village, Kepanjen,
Malang Regency in March-June 2022.

The instrument used in this study was a questionnaire. The questionnaire used in

this study was a questionnaire on the menopause health (6,7) pandemic in the Elderly.

Based on table 3.1 below, identify the characteristics of respondents on 29 April 2022,
there are elderly respondents Menopausal and premenopausal women who meet
the criteria of 30 people with an age range between 33-63 years old, at Elderly
Integrated Healthcare Centre, Posyandu Lansia Dusun Tamanayu, Jatirejoyoso Village,
Kepanjen, Malang Regency. All of the Participants were housewives, had Javanese

Race backgrounds, and were Moslem People.
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3.1. Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Seventy-three percent of participants were still not in menopausal status. Most of them
graduated from senior high school and have no risk of Covid-19. Almost one-third of

them were menopouse women.

3.2. Correlation of Menopouse Status and Risk Factor of Covid-19

The table above had shown that the risk factors of Covid-19 such as comorbid disease,
lack of exercise, low healthy life pattern, and obesity has a significant correlation with

menopousal status of elder women.

The change of hormonal situation during perimenopause and menopausal period in
elder women can cause the disturbance of physiological ovarian steroid hormone
production and preceded altered chronic inflammatory response due to sex-based
immunomodulation (8). Curiously, previous studies shown that there was a potential
defensive condition behind estrogen and Coronavirus seriousness. Some clinical stud-
ies performed to the females showed that pre-menopausal females have a relatively mild
covid 19 symptomps, while menopausal females had moderate to severe illness (need
more oxygen therapy, ventilation support, and progress from mild-to-severe disease
with a prolonged hospital stay and increasing mortality rate (9).

The elder women in integrated heaalthcare system in Kepanjen majority graduated
from low to middle level of education. However, the further understanding of physio-
logical change during menopause and Covid-19 infection was needed to adapt to the
pandemic situation (10). An option to enlarge the understanding of Menopause definition
and training service should be well planned. Extra care during the earlier part of the
pandemic and perimenopausal conditions as menopause consultations virtual activity

(either by telephone or web-based video consultations) (11).

Menopausal status can affect the risk factor of Coronavirus 19 infection. Premenopausal
women usually show a lower incidence of chronic and serious illness than men (12).

Some previous studies stated that there is a good correlation between menstruation
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TABLE 1: Characteristics of Elderly Women in Integrated Healthcare Centre.

Age (years old)

03.03 03.03

10.00 10.00

03.03 03.03

16.07 16.07

13.03 13.03

03.03 03.03

03.03 03.03

Menarche Age (years old)

10.00 10.00
— _ 100 000
23.03 23.03
— _ 000 3000
16.07 16.07
— _ 0303 0303
03.03 03.03

uneducated 03.03 03.03

secondary school 26.07 26.07

diploma/bachelor’s degree 2 06.07 06.07

No risk factor 83.03 83.03

Menopausal Status

26.07 26.07

married 76.07 76.07

Contraceptive Use

53.03 53.03

status/hormone levels and the severity or outcomes of COVID-19 (2). A state of lower
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TABLE 2: Menopousal Status and Risk Factors of Covid-19.

Correlations Covid Menopausal
Status Status
Spearman’s Covid Status Correlation 1.000 742%*
rho Coefficient
Sig. (2- . .000
tailed)
N 30 30
Menopousal Correlation .742** 1.000
Status Coefficient
Sig. (2- .000
tailed)
N 30 30

** Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed).

estradiol level during peri and postmenopausal conditions, burdened by the COVID-
19 pandemic, not only should appropriate postmenopausal women be considered for
making preparation, such as following hormone replacement therapy regiment, and
elder women should be counseled on the risks and benefits of their condition personally
(13).

[1] Arya V, Bajpai R, Bajpai A, Kathuria NS, Gupta A. Is menopause a potential risk
factor for severity of COVID-19: A retrospective cross-sectional study? Asian J Med
Sci. 2021;12(9):11-6.

[2] Ding T, Zhang J, Wang T, Cui P, Chen Z, Jiang J, et al. A Multi-hospital Study in Wuhan,
China:Protective Effects of Non-menopause and Female Hormones on SARS-CoV-2
infection. medRxiv. 2020

[3] Ita Eko Suparni RY. Menopause?:. Masalah dan Penanggulangannya. CV BUDI
UTAMA; 2016. pp. 11-6.

[4] Kemenkes RI. Profil Kesehatan Indonesia. Jakarta: Kemenkes RI.

[5] Sihotang NS. EFEKTIFITAS SUSU KEDELAI TERHADAP PENURUNAN GEJALA HOT
FLUSH PADA WANITA KLIMAKTERIUM. Excellent Midwifery Journal. 2018;1(4):61-7.

[6] Ochi S, So M, Hashimoto S, Denda K, Sekizawa Y. Behavioral factors associated
with covid-19 risk: A cross-sectional survey in japan. Int J Environ Res Public Health.
2021 Nov;18(22):12184.

[7] Arya V, Bajpai R, Bajpai A, Kathuria NS, Gupta A. Is menopause a potential risk

factor for severity of COVID-19: A retrospective cross-sectional study? Asian J Med

DOI 10.18502/kme.v3i2.13034 Page 33



ICMEDH

Sci. 2021 Sep;12(9):11-6.

[8] Adelekan Y, Asunramu MH, Bhullar K, Duah-Asante K, Madaan A, Poku D, et al.
TIME FOR CHANGE: improving the menopausal experience in the workplace for UK
doctors. Maturitas. 2021 Oct;152:73—-4.

[9] Sanyaolu A, Okorie C, Marinkovic A, Patidar R, Younis K, Desai P, et al. Comorbidity
and its Impact on Patients with COVID-19. SN Compr Clin Med. 2020;2(8):1069-76.

[10] Felice MC, Sndergaard ML, Balaam M. Resisting the medicalisation of menopause:
Reclaiming the body through design. Conference on Human Factors in Computing
Systems - Proceedings. 2021.

[11] Hamoda H, Moger S. Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the delivery of
menopause education and training. Post Reproductive Health. SAGE Publications
Ltd; 2021;(27):3-4.

[12] Wang XW, Hu H, Xu ZY, Zhang GK, Yu QH, Yang HL, et al. Association of menopausal
status with COVID-19 outcomes: a propensity score matching analysis. Biol Sex Differ.
2021 Jan;12(1):16.

[13] Gersh FL, Lavie CJ. Menopause and hormone replacement therapy in the 21st
century. Heart. BMJ Publishing Group; 2020(106);479-81.

DOI 10.18502/kme.v3i2.13034 Page 34



	INTRODUCTION
	MATERIALS AND METHODS
	RESULTS
	Demographic Characteristics of Respondents
	Correlation of Menopouse Status and Risk Factor of Covid-19

	DISCUSSION
	CONCLUSION
	References

