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The city of Basra is one of the most important cities in Iraq and most of the possessions
of the potential, making it the most appropriate option for the subject of research,
which depends on the energy of the place as a basis for him. The Shatt Al Arab was
chosen for the river represents the spiritual and material value of the population of
the city but for Iraq as a whole in terms of social, This river consists of the conﬂuence
of the Tigris and the Euphrates and is an important and vital gateway to the Arabian
Gulf, so the discussion deal with the relationship between place energy and dramatic
situation through the presentation of the research problem, namely: (There is no
clear perception of the dramatic situation of the urban scene of Shatt al-Arab and
resolve the research problem has been selected research hypothesis, which states:
(The construction of the dramatic situation of the urban scene of Shatt al-Arab is based
on activating the concept of place energy, the Research objective (constructing the
dramatic situation of the urban scene of Shatt al-Arab by activating the concept of
place energy using the possibility of river transport).
As determined pursuant to the theoretical framework of the research problem and
hypothesis, as theoretical part discusses the deﬁnition of place (place theory and
place energy), river and river transport, urban scene drama(dramatic situation and
perception).
The research gives number of conclusions and ﬁnal recommendations the most
important conclusions(There is awareness of the energies of place and material
potential, but there is a neglect of the spiritual side, which is an important and
vital aspect in the process of building the dramatic situation), one of the main
recommendations of the research(Adopting a mechanism to study and activate river
transport in the Shatt al-Arab so that people can understand the urban scene of the
Shatt al-Arab and thus create memories associated with the place for the purpose of
building its own dramatic situation).

How to cite this article: Abdul-Hussein Abd Ali Al-askary and Malak Jamal al-Obaidi, (2018), “Place Energy in Urban Drama Scene (River Transport
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اﻟﻤﺴﺘﺨﻠﺺ
ﻣﻠﺨﺺ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ :ﻣﺪﻳﻨﺔ اﻟﺒﺼﺮة ﻫﻲ ﻣﻦ أﻫﻢ اﻟﻤﺪن

اﻟﻌﺮاق وﻣﻌﻈﻢ ﻣﻤﺘﻠﻜﺎﺗﻬﺎ ﻣﻤﺎ ﻳﺠﻌﻠﻬﺎ اﻟﺨﻴﺎر اﻷﻧﺴﺐ

ﻟﻤﻮﺿﻮع اﻟﺒﺤﺚ اﻟﺬي ﻳﻌﺘﻤﺪ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻃﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ﻛﺄﺳﺎس ﻟﻪ .وﻗﺪ ﺗﻢ اﺧﺘﻴﺎر ﺷﻂ اﻟﻌﺮب ﻟﻠﻨﻬﺮ ﻳﻤﺜﻞ اﻟﻘﻴﻤﺔ
اﻟﺮوﺣﻴﺔ واﻟﻤﺎدﻳﺔ ﻟﺴﻜﺎن اﻟﻤﺪﻳﻨﺔ وﻟﻜﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﻨﺴﺒﺔ ﻟﻠﻌﺮاق ﻛﻜﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺣﻴﺚ اﻻﺟﺘﻤﺎﻋﻴﺔ ،وﻫﺬا اﻟﻨﻬﺮ ﻳﺘﻜﻮن ﻣﻦ اﻟﺘﻘﺎء
ﻧﻬﺮي دﺟﻠﺔ واﻟﻔﺮات ،وﻫﻮ ﻣﻬﻢ وﺣﻴﻮي ﻣﺪﺧﻞ إ

اﻟﺨﻠﻴﺞ اﻟﻌﺮ  ،ﻟﺬا ﺗﻨﺎول اﻟﺒﺤﺚ اﻟﻌﻼﻗﺔ ﺑﻴﻦ اﻟﻄﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎﻧﻴﺔ

واﻟﻮﺿﻊ اﻟﺪراﻣﺎﺗﻴﻜﻲ ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل ﻋﺮض ﻣﺸﻜﻠﺔ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ وﻫﻲ ) :ﻋﺪم وﺟﻮد ﺗﺼﻮر واﺿﺢ ﻟﻠﻤﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺸﻬﺪ
اﻟﺤﻀﺮي ﻟﺸﻂ اﻟﻌﺮب وﻗﺪ ﺗﻢ اﺧﺘﻴﺎر ﻓﺮﺿﻴﺔ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ ﻟﺤﻞ اﻟﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ و اﻟﺘﻲ ﺗﻨﺺ ﻋﻠﻰ ﻣﺎ ﻳﻠﻲ ) :إن ﺑﻨﺎء اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ
اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺸﻬﺪ اﻟﺤﻀﺮي ﻟﺸﻂ اﻟﻌﺮب ﻳﻘﻮم ﻋﻠﻰ ﺗﻔﻌﻴﻞ ﻣﻔﻬﻮم ﻃﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ،ﻫﺪف اﻟﺒﺤﺚ )ﺑﻨﺎء اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ
اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ ﻟﻠﻤﺸﻬﺪ اﻟﺤﻀﺮي ﻣﻦ ﺷﻂ اﻟﻌﺮب ﻣﻦ ﺧﻼل ﺗﻔﻌﻴﻞ ﻣﻔﻬﻮم ﻃﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ﺑﺎﻻﺳﺘﻔﺎدة ﻣﻦ إﻣﻜﺎﻧﻴﺔ اﻟﻨﻘﻞ
اﻟﻨﻬﺮي(
ﻛﻤﺎ ﻫﻮ ﻣﺤﺪد وﻓﻘﺎ ﻟﻺﻃﺎر اﻟﻨﻈﺮي ﻟﻤﺸﻜﻠﺔ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ واﻟﻔﺮﺿﻴﺔ ،ﺣﻴﺚ ﻳﻨﺎﻗﺶ اﻟﺠﺰء اﻟﻨﻈﺮي ﺗﻌ ﻳﻒ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن
)ﻧﻈ ﻳﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن وﻃﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن( ،اﻟﻨﻬﺮواﻟﻨﻘﻞ اﻟﻨﻬﺮي ،دراﻣﺎ اﻟﻤﺸﻬﺪ اﻟﺤﻀﺮي )اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ واﻻدراك(.
وﻗﺪ أﻋﻄﻰ اﻟﺒﺤﺚ ﻋﺪدا ﻣﻦ اﻻﺳﺘﻨﺘﺎﺟﺎت واﻟﺘﻮﺻﻴﺎت اﻟﻨﻬﺎﺋﻴﺔ أﻫﻢ اﻻﺳﺘﻨﺘﺎﺟﺎت )ﻫﻨﺎﻟﻚ وﻋﻲ ﺑﻄﺎﻗﺎت
اﻟﻤﻜﺎن واﻻﻣﻜﺎﻧﺎت اﻟﻤﺎدﻳﺔ وﻟﻜﻦ ﻫﻨﺎﻟﻚ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻘﺎﺑﻞ اﻫﻤﺎل ﻟﻠﺠﺎﻧﺐ اﻟﺮوﺣﻲ اﻟﺬي ﻳﻌﺘﺒﺮ ﺟﺎﻧﺐ ﻣﻬﻢ وﺣﻴﻮي
ﻋﻤﻠﻴﺔ ﺑﻨﺎء اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ( ،أﺣﺪ اﻟﺘﻮﺻﻴﺎت اﻟﺮﺋﻴﺴﻴﺔ ﻟﻠﺒﺤﺚ )اﻋﺘﻤﺎد اﻟﻴﺔ ﺗﻌﻤﻞ ﻋﻠﻰ دراﺳﺔ وﺗﻔﻌﻴﻞ اﻟﻨﻘﻞ
اﻟﻨﻬﺮي

ﺷﻂ اﻟﻌﺮب ﻟﻴﺘﺴﻨﻰ ﻟﻼﺷﺨﺎص ادراك اﻟﻤﺸﻬﺪ اﻟﺤﻀﺮي ﻟﻮاﺟﻬﺔ ﺷﻂ اﻟﻌﺮب وﺑﺎﻟﺘﺎ ﺗﻜﻮﻳﻦ ذﻛ ﻳﺎت

ﻣﺮﺗﺒﻄﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻜﺎن ﻟﻐﺮض ﺑﻨﺎء اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ اﻟﺨﺎص ﺑﻪ(.

Keywords: place energy, place theory, river transport, dramatic stuation, urban scene
drama, perception.
اﻟﻜﻠﻤﺎت اﻟﻤﻔﺘﺎﺣﻴﺔ :ﻃﺎﻗﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ,ﻧﻈ ﻳﺔ اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ,اﻟﻨﻘﻞ اﻟﻨﻬﺮي ,اﻟﻤﻮﻗﻒ اﻟﺪراﻣﻲ ,دراﻣﺎ اﻟﻤﺸﻬﺪ اﻟﺤﻀﺮي,
اﻻدراك.

1. Introduction
The concept of place energy is one of historical concepts of active regenerating over
time, several contemporary studies have emerged to activate its role in dealing with
place, but all these studies have dealt with the place internally only and didn’t take
into account the outer part of place, because of t he importance of this concept in our
urban life this research has activated the concept of place energy at the urban level
to go beyond the narrow frame that was developed for it, where the place has great
importance in creating human interaction within society, especially its urban part.
Page 31
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Research problem
There is no clear perception of the dramatic situation of the urban scene of Shatt alArab.

Research hypothesis
The construction of the dramatic situation of the urban scene of Shatt al-Arab is based
on activating the concept of place energy.

Research goal
Constructing the dramatic situation of the urban scene of Shatt al-Arab by activating
the concept of place energy using the possibility of river transport.

Research
methodology

Introduction
Research problem
Research hypothesis
Research goal

Theoretical part
Place
Urban scene drama

Practical framework

Application of
indicators to the
ﬆudy area

Abﬆract
theoretical
framework
Extraction of
indicators
Figure 1: The Research methodology Prepared by the researcher.

2. PLACE
Is a speciﬁc courtyard with the spirit of the place and since ancient times the place was
embodiment of the truth.
Architecture means the perception of the spirit of the place and the task of the
planner is to create space that helps the person to live. [1]
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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2.1. PLACE THEORY AND PLACE ENERGY
The theory is that place is a place deﬁned by latent energy that can become a correlative and aggregative component of objects and is a place if given a contextual meaning
derived from the cultural content of society. [2]
Man, by its very nature, needs a stable system in the places where he connects
himself and tends to belong to it and to grow in it. These needs give the designed
place a morally and emotionally content and symbolic presence that transcends the
physical existence. [3]
What urban planning requires is not only to look at the local historical content of the
place, but also to look at what it wants to be for the human need, this means searching
for its latent energy as (Lewis Khan) points out. [1]
The concept of place energy addresses the relationship between man and place
and begins with the fact that the place has special power and charm, every place of
privacy, strength, charm, aesthetic secrets and physical characteristics so it’s necessary
to sense the privacy of the place and keen to maintain the balance in the relationship
between the elements of the same place with the aim of rearranging it to ﬁt the
necessary needs of humans. [4]
Peter Smith states that no one can pretend that the value of a place is produced
only by the master plan, but an important part of the presence of space is the sense
that we own place has its own latent energy. [5]

2.2. RIVER AND RIVER TRANSPORT
Rivers are an important natural urban resource within the world’s major cities, on
whose banks one of the most important urban environments has emerged, and with
the size of the city and the increase in its urban area along the banks of the river, With
successive periods of development that differ from each other and are inﬂuenced by
certain factors, in addition to the natural factors of the river environment in terms
of its abundance and natural life around it. These characteristics determine the general characteristics of urbanization. You are the most privileged areas, The different
methodologies for the development and rise of river banks in the cities of the world
depending on the conditions and possibilities available in terms of location and river
view and also in terms of the history of the city and the urban and cultural heritage
of the city... etc, and also differed comprehensive vision to analyze the efﬁciency of
the physical environment of the banks of the river and its duration or The general
elements of the assessment can be called along the banks of the river, through which
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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decisions are taken to prioritize the intervention in the re-development of the various
areas along the river banks within the urban bloc of the city or region. [6]
The infrastructure was taken into account, as a good road network began to appear
along the river’s streams and linking the river’s banks with a good transport and public
transport network. An important element affecting the re-development process is also
the direct link or material permeability between the user of the place and river water,
as well as visual permeability through all aspects of the river and through the river
crossings above it. [7]

3. URBAN SCENE DRAMA
Urban scene, which is one of the orientations of urban design, works to create spatial
relations between the characteristics of vocabulary components of the urban environment and organization of a structural framework to the dramatic vision of the
components of the urban form. [8]
Cullen classiﬁes the vocabulary of the urban scene into three basic elements that
branch out secondary elements that work together to reach the dramatic relationship
of the urban scene.Cullen emphasizes the importance of the ground as the uniﬁed
element and the dramatic link of the vocabulary of the urban scene to it direct psychological effects on the receiver when the vision of the movement during the urban
environment. [9]

3.1. DRAMATIC STUATION
A dramatic situation is a situation, in a narrative or dramatic work, in which people (or
”people”) are involved in conﬂicts [10]
Abdulwahab deﬁnes it as the human intellectual crisis, is of a public nature towards
the results of a set of competing data in the general concepts of intellectual and
behavioral subject to probability, determinism and causality, with temporal horizon
for the present, the past and the future in an intertwined and diminishing manner. [11]

3.2. PERCEPTION
There are three different types of perception: solid perception (normal human perception), liquid perception (where images ﬂow together, such as in pre-War French
cinema), and gaseous perception (the pure vision of the non-human eye). The latter is
objective vision, the vision of matter, of the world before man. Dziga Vertov’s images
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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aspire to pure machine vision. Experimental cinema also reaches for this pure perception.[12]

The
perception

Assembly
Symmetry
Similarities
Convergence

Enclosure

Shape and
background

Stability

The greater the
difference
between them, the
clearer the
perception

this
requires
experience

Figure 2: the perception requirements Prepared by the researcher.

4. ABSTRACT THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The process of building the ﬁnal indicators of the research, which are indicators to be
adopted to test the practical study by interviewing the vocabulary of the theoretical
part with each other, the ﬁnal indicators of the energy relationship interpretation of
the place with the dramatic situation.
Table 1: Indicators derived from the theoretical part Prepared by the researcher.
The ﬁrst indicator:
The place is dedicated to drama, the place is a partner in building the elements of drama.
The second indicator:
Sense of place is part of the spiritual place energy and the potentials of the place with the
scene, personal participation and the convergence of perception, emotions and actions to
give the dramatic situation.
The third indicator:
River transport is the distinctive link between the user of the place and his perception of
urban scene drama.
The forth indicator:
Dramatic situation is realized through the dramatic action which means the movement
performed in a certain place by the people.

DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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5. PRACTICAL FRAMEWORK
This paragraph reviews the historical background of the city of Basra in general since
its establishment and its inception until the present time, after that, it reviews the
development of the urban scene of the Shatt al-Arab and its content from spatial
elements and spatial energies and then tackles the application of the theoretical points
of view on the urban scene to get clear picture of the reality of the situation and the
proposed development projects in order to reach conclusions regarding the process of
building the dramatic situation and how to beneﬁt from river transport as an important
part of the place energy in this process.

Basra historical background
is an Iraqi city located on the Shatt al-Arab between Kuwait and Iran Basra is also Iraq’s
main port, although it does not have deep water access, which is handled at the port
of Umm Qasr. The present city was founded in 636 as an encampment and garrison
for Arab tribesmen constituting the armies of the Rashid Caliph Umar a few kilometres south of the present city.The Muslim commander Utbah ibn Ghazwan erected his
camp on the site of an old Persian settlement called Vaheštābād Ardašīr, which was
destroyed by the Arabs, after the Battle of Basra (1914) during World War I, the occupying British modernized the port (works designed by Sir George Buchanan); these
British commercial interests made it one of the most important ports in the Persian
Gulf ”with shipping and trade links to the Far East. [13]

Table 2: Application of indicators to the reality of the situation \ Prepared by the researcher.
Indicators

DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160

Percentage

The place is dedicated to drama, the place is a partner in building the
elements of drama.

30%

Sense of place is part of the spiritual place energy and the potentials of
the place with the scene, personal participation and the convergence of
perception, emotions and actions to give the dramatic situation.

20%

River transport is the distinctive link between the user of the place and
his perception of urban scene drama.

10%

Dramatic situation is realized through the dramatic action which means
the movement performed in a certain place by the people.

40%
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Figure 3: The ﬁrst plan for the emergence of Basra.
Table 3: Application of indicators to the proposed master plan \ Prepared by the researcher.
Indicators

DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160

Percentage

The place is dedicated to drama, the place is a partner in building the
elements of drama.

40%

Sense of place is part of the spiritual place energy and the potentials of
the place with the scene, personal participation and the convergence of
perception, emotions and actions to give the dramatic situation.

30%

River transport is the distinctive link between the user of the place and
his perception of urban scene drama.

10%

Dramatic situation is realized through the dramatic action which means
the movement performed in a certain place by the people.

20%
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Figure 4: Map of the city of Basra at the end of the eighteenth century illustrates the urban
scene of Shatt al-Arab.

The existing potentials (latent energies)
of Shatt al- Arab
Shatt al- Arab is a river in Basra Governorate of some 200 km in length, formed by
the conﬂuence of the Euphrates and the Tigris in the town of al-Qurnah in the Basra
Governorate of southern Iraq. The southern end of the river constitutes the border
between Iraq and Iran down to the mouth of the river as it discharges into the Persian
Gulf. It varies in width from about 232 meters at Basra to 800 meters at its mouth. It is
thought that the waterway formed relatively recently in geologic time, with the Tigris
and Euphrates originally emptying into the Persian Gulf via a channel further to the
west. [13]
The existing potentials for the urban scene of Shatt al-Arab as shown in (ﬁgure5)
are:
1. The old airport of Basra.
2. The dockyard of al Ashar.
3. Historical presidential palaces.
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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Figure 5: Transport used in the last century.

4. Al Maqal port.
5. Muftiya reﬁnery.
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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Figure 6: Shatt al Arab existing potentials\NB-COMSULTANCY.

Figure 7: The dockyard of al Asha(existing)\ NB-COMSULTANCY.

Through the plans and the application of indicators on the chosen area by applying
them on the plans and by notifying the existing situation, we note that the area contains potentials and spatial energies due to the circumstances. These potentials are
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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Figure 8: Historical presidential palaces(existing)\ NB-COMSULTANCY.

Figure 9: al Basra master proposed master plan/ NB-COMSULTANCY.

considered to be an important and distinctive place energies for the area if they are
exploited in an optimal manner, we will discuss the development of the master plan
and the riverfront to see if these potentials were exploited and utilized.

DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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Figure 10: SHAT AL ARAB WATER FRONT PLANNING VISION\ NB-COMSULTANCY.

SHAT AL ARAB WATER FRONT PLANNING VISION
Through the plans and the application of indicators we note that the proposed plan for
Shatt al- Arab river front has take advantage of existing spatial energies better.

6. CONCLUSION
1. The absence of the role of river transport as an important, effective and
distinctive awareness of the urban scene of Shatt al- Arab in reality.
2. The neglect of the role of river transport in the proposed base plan and the lack
of attention to this possibility, knowing that it is a characteristic potential and the
most common means of transport in the region previously.
3. Lack of awareness of the importance of human interaction and the achievement
of dramatic action within the region.
DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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Figure 11: The proposal of the dockyard of al Asha \ NB-COMSULTANCY.

4. There is a neglect of the spiritual side, which is an important and vital aspect in
the process of building the dramatic situation.

7. RECOMMONDATIONS
1. Adopting an approach to study and activate river transport in the Shatt al-Arab so
that people can understand the urban scene of the Shatt al-Arab and thus create
memories associated with the place for the purpose of building its own dramatic
situation.
2. The need to connect the river front to the Shatt al-Arab and not to adopt designs
that do not exist for the history of the region, because man interact with the place
associated with his memories and history.
3. The creation of urban complexes to give the human opportunity to interact within
and thus build a dramatic position of his own in the place.

DOI 10.18502/keg.v3i4.2160
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